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Begun at Edinburgh the 21ft Day of May 1998, and 
coneluded the iſt June, ſaid year. 
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I. 
The King's cmi ion to Ge Earl 


of DALHOUSIE FO and order- 


ed to be recorded. 


"Es May 21. 1778. 


being convened and conſtituted, there was 
produced to them, by the Right Honourable 


f F IHE General Aſſembly of this National church 


_ __ - GEORGE Earl of DALHOUsIE, the King's Com- 
miſſion, fealed with the Seal appointed by the treaty of 


Union to be kept and uſed in Scotland, in place of the | 
| Great 
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Great Seal of Scotland, making and conſtituting him his 
Majeſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this 
Aſſembly ; which commiſſion was publicly read with all 
due honour and reſpect, and ordered to be recorded in 
the books of Aſſembly, The tenor whereof follows : 


| EORGIUS, Dei gratia, Magne Britannis, Francie, 
| et Hiberniæ Rex, Hidei, Defenjor : Omnibus probis ho- 
minibus, ad quos praſentes liter noftre pervenerint, ſalutem, 
Duandogudem nos confiderantes, quod generalis eccleſie Scotiæ 
conventus in vigeſimum primum diem Man inſtantis convenire 
ordinatus ſuit ; noſque etiam abunde cupidi, quinetiam neceſ- 
ſarium efje judicantes in commodum dictæ eccleſae, ut idem ge- 
neralis eceliſi conventus, die flatuto debito objervetur, atque 
rebus magni momenti nos alio vecantibus, dicto conventui per- 
ſonaliter intereſſe nequimus; noſque abunde ſatigſfacti de Adeli- 
tate et ſuſſicientia ſideliſſimi et dilectiſſimi noſtri conſanguinei, 
Georgii Comitis de Dalhouſie, uod ad ſummum munus poſ- 
tea mentionatum rite exercendum et obeundum uſquequaque ſit 
qualiſicatus: Noveritis igitur, nos nonunaſſe, conſtituiſſe, et or- 
dinaſſe, ſicuti nos, tenore praſentium, nommamus, conſtituimus, 
et ordinamus, memoratum Georgium Comitem de Dalhouſie, 
ſupremum noflrum Commiſſionarium ad effectum poſtea mentio- 
natum dando ct concedendo illi pleniſſimam noftram- poteftatem, 
commiſſionem, et warrantem, ſacram noſtram perſonam et au- 
thoritatem regalem repreſentandi, nec non preſentiam noftran 
ſupplendi, et locum noftrum in dicto fubſequenti generali con- 
ventu, tanguam Commiſſionario noftro ad hunc e fectum ſpecia- 
liter conſtituto, teneudi, ommaque alia ad imperium et locum 


Cpmmiſſionarii pro general! ecclęſiæ conventu peragendi, tam 


plene, adeoque libere, in omnibus reſpectibus, quam quilibet a- 
lius ejuſdem ſummi muneris fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore prate- 
rito facere potuerat, vel ac fi nos ipſi perſonaliter preſentes fa- 
cere potuerimus, Quæque omnia et fingula ab antedicto 
Georgio Comite de Dalhouſie, in hac noſtra commiſſione pro- 
ſequenda legitime fecerit, ſeu fieri ordinaverit, nos firmiter ap- 
probanus, et habituri ſumus. Oimnibus et ſingulis inſuper an- 
tedictæ eccleſiæ et conventus paſtoribus, et pręſbyteriis, ceteriſ= 
que quibuſcunque infra illam partem Magne Britanniæ Scotiam 
vocatam, ſubditis noftris, quibuſcunque cujuſcunque gradus ſeu 
qualtatis, ut dictum Georgium Comitem de Dalhouſie, an- 
quam ſupremum naſtrum Cammiſſionarium, quoad effectum et mo- 


dum ſupra mentionatum revereantur, agnoſcant, et dict. eus 
4” . audientes 
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 audientes je prebeant, ſlricte mandamus et imperamus: Atque 
hanc noftram commuſjionem, a ditto vigeſimo primo die Maii 
inſtantis incipere, et deinceps hac ſubſequend. ſeſhone dicti ge- 
neralts conventus, in vigore continuare declaramus, vel uſque 
dum a nobis revocabitur, et exonerabitur. In cujus rei tefti- 
monium, figillum noſtrum per Unions tractatum cuftodiend, et 
in Scotia, vice et loco Magn Sigilli ejuſdem, utend, ordinat. 
preſentibus append: mandavimus ; apud aulam noftram apud 
St Fames's, duodecimo die menjis Maii, anno Domini mil- 
lefumo Septingenteſmmo ſeptuageſimo gctavo, regnique noſtri an- 

no decimo octavo. Per fignaturam manu S. D. N. regis ſu- 


praſcript. 
FFP 


II. 


The KI NG's moſt gracious Letter to the 
General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 


* 


GEORGE BK 


T1) IGHT Reverend and well-beloved, we greet you 
IX well. The proofs which we have ſo conſtantly re- 
ceived of the daty, loyalty, and affection of the General 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, and of their inva- 
riable attention to the very important objects committed 
to their care, give us the greateſt pleaſure, We have 
the ſtrongeſt reliance on your endeavours to promote, 
with a truly Chriſtian zeal, the cauſe of religion and vir- 
tue, and to diſcountenance every practice which may 
have a tendency to impiety and immorality. You may 
rely upon our ready concurrence with you in every thing 
that may advance theſe laudable purpoſes, fo eſſential to 
the welfare of our people, and in our reſolution to ſup- 
port the Church of Scotland in all its rights, as by law 
eſtabliſhed. | on | 

. B We 
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We need not recommend the avoiding of all conten- 


tion and unedifying debates to thoſe who have no other 


object in their view than that of ſuppreſling licentiouſ- 
neſs, immorality, and vice; and who are actuated pure- 
ly by that zeal which tends to the advancement of true 
religion, and the general peace and happineſs of o- 
ciety. 

We have again appointed our right truſty and right 
well-beloved couſin, George Earl of Dalhouſie, to repre- 


ſent our Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, being well ſatis- 


fied of his loyalty, integrity, and zeal for our ſervice, and 


of his particular affection to the Church of Scotland; and 
we are perſuaded that our choice of him will be agreeable 


to you. 


We have the fulleſt reliance, from long experience, 


that charity, brotherly-love, and unanimity will prevail 
in all your proceedings in the buſineſs before you, and 
that you will bring this meeting to a happy concluſion. 


And ſo we bid you heartily farewel. 


Given at our Court at St James's, the 12th day 
of May 1778, in the eighteenth year of our 
1 eign. | 


By his Majeſty's command, 


(Signed) SUFFOLK. 
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III. 


Ul 


The General Afſembly' Auf to the 


Kings moſt gracious Letter. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


V OUR Majeſty's moſt gracious Letter was received 
and read with all the reſpect and gratitude due to 
ſo condeſcending a mark of Royal favour. 

Tour Majeſty? s approbation of the duty, loyaky, and 
affection of the General Aſſemblies of this Church, gives 
us the greateſt ſatisfaction ; and cannot but animate us 
with ſuch zeal, to give invariable attention to the import- 
ant objects committed to our care, as may recommend 
us to the.continuance of your Majeſty's favourable re- 
- gard, 

The manner in which your Majeſty is pleaſed to ex- 
preſs your reliance on our endeavours to promote the 
cauſe of religion and virtue, and to diſcountenance every 
practice which may have a tendency to impiety and im- 
morality, whilſt it clearly points out to us the great ob- 
jects of our attention, powerfully excites us to uſe our 
molt vigorous efforts in advancing thoſe valuable pur- 
poles ; and the aſſurances your Majeſty i is pleaſed to give 
of your countenance to our endeayours, affords us the 
moſt agreeable proſpect of ſucceſs. 

The gracious declaration of your Majeſty's reſolution 
to ſupport: the Church of Scotland in all her rights, as by 
law eſtabliſhed, we receive with the greateſt thankfulneſs, 
and reſt in it with the moſt entire ſatisfaction and ſe- 
curity. | 

It ſhall be our ſtudy to keep invariably in view the 
important ends of our meeting ; and, agreeably to your 
Majeſty's recommendation, to avoid contention and un- 
editying debates, fully ſenſible that they are inconſiſtent 
with the ſpirit of true religion, and deſtructive of the 


welfare of ſociety. Yo 
our 
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Your Majeſty's Royal donation, for propagating reli- 


gion in the Highlands and iflands of Scotland, we receive 


with all thankfulneſs, and we will be careful to apply ic 
to the pious purpoſe for which it is beſtowed. _ 

Ihe choice which your Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
make of the Earl of Dalhouſie to repreſent your Royal 
Perſon in this Aſſembly, we regard as an additional in- 
itance of your Majeſty's favour. The approved fidelity 
and abikty of that Noble Lord, his affection to the 


Church of Scotland, and the happy experience of a for- 


mer Aſſembly, render your Majeſty's nomination of him 
moſt acceptable to us. „ 
That Almighty God, the father of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, may long preſerve your Majeſty, direct your. 
councils, and proſper your adminiſtration ; that he may 
beſtow his choiceſt bleſſings on your Royal Conſort the 
Queen, the Prince-of Wales, and all the Royal Family ; 


that there never may be wanting one of your Royal 
Houle to ſway the Britiſh ſceptre; and that, after a long 


and happy reign over a free people, your Majeſty. may 


receive an unfading and eternal crown of righteouſneſs, 


are the earneſt prayers of, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt obedient, 
And moſt loyal Subjects, 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 
Signed in our name, 5 
In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 


E DIN BUG, 
May 23. 1778. 


"IV. The 


- 
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«BY. 


The General Aſſembly's Addreſs to his 
Majeſty, on the preſent ſituation of 


affairs. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


IT7E, your Majeſty's moſt faithful ſubjects, the Mi- 
WW niſters and Elders of the Church of Scotland, mer 
in national Aſſembly, conſider it as our duty, at this 


ſeaſon of public danger and alarm, to approach your 


throne, with the warmeſt declarations of our continued 
and inviolable attachment to your Majeſty's perſon and 
government. While we 'view with no leſs aſtoniſhment 
than concern an unnatural and unprovoked rebellion 
ſtill ſubfilling in North America, we muſt at the ſame 
time applaud that lenity which hath prompted your 
Majeſty, as the father of your people, to hold out terms 
of conciliation to thoſe deluded men, who have with= 


drawn their allegiance from a government under which 


they had attained the higheſt proſperity. We behold 
with ſatisfaction the meaſures which are taken, both for 
internal ſecurity, and for the ſupport of the national 
honour, againſt the inſult of every hoſtile power; and 
have the pleaſure to aſſure your Majeſty, that, in no 
part of your dominions, have exertions been made for 
that purpoſe with greater unanimity and ardour than 
among the people under our care. We entertain the 
firmeſt hopes, under the blefling of Almighty God, that, 
by a proper mixture of vigour and courage, with wiſdom 


and mercy in the public Councils, your Majeſty will 


continue to render the Britiſh name every where re- 
ſpectable and great. We can aſſure your Majeſty, that, 
to the Miniſters, the Elders, and every Member of this 
Church, nothing will give more joy, than to behold all 


the ſubjects of your wide-extended empire happy under 


ſubjection of that free. and legal government to which 
we arc indebted for the moſt valuable bleſſings, 


« $þ | | That, | 
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That, for this end, your Majeſty's Councils may be 
ever inſpired with wiſdom from above, and your arms 
may be crowned with victory; that He, who turneth 
wars into peace in all the ends of the earth, may ſo rule 

in the hearts of men, that the preſent unhappy conteſt 
in which this kingdom is engaged may ſpeedily termi- 
nate in a peace, which ſhall be equitable, laſting, and 
conſiſtent with the honour and true intereſts. of Great 
Britain; and that your Majeſty may long rein the 
happy Sovereign of a happy people, are the ſincere and 
earneſt prayers of, 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 

Moſt obedient, "x 

And moſt loyal Subjects, as 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 

Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 
Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 
EDINBURGH, 


May 23, 1778. „„ GRANT, Moderator. 
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Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Rub 
ing Elders for Reformation of the 

Highlands and Iſlands, and for ma- 
naging his Majeſty's Royal Bounty for 


Oo 


that End. 


THE General Aſſembly did, and hereby do nominate 
and appoint the Rev. Dr Patrick Grant miniſter of 
the goſpel at Urry, their Moderator, all the miniſters 
who are members of the preſbytery of Edinburgh, Mr 
Kb Robert 
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Robert Bowmaker at Dunſe, Mr George Cupples at 
Swinton, Mr William Simplon at Morebottle, Mr Samuel 
Charteris at Wilton, Mr John Martin at Mertown, Mr 
John Cooper at Glaſs, Mr James Grant at Urquhart, Mr 
William Campbell at Lillieſleaf, Mr James Yorſton ac 
Middlebie, Mr John Dow at-Canonbie, Mr. Jacob Dick- 
ſon at Mouſwald, Mr-James Wallace at Keir, Mr Joſeph 
Kirkpatrick at Dunſcore, Mr William Donaldſon at Par- 
ton, Dr Iſaac Davidſon at Sorbie, Mr John M*Kenzie 


at Portpatrick, Mr John Smith-at Galſton, Mr Alexander 


Gillies at Kilmars, Mr Colin - Gillies at Greenock, Mr 
Michael M*<Culloch atzBothwell, Mr William Stewart at 
Cumbernald, Mr William Taylor at Baldernock, Mr 
Colin Campbell at Kilmoden, Mr George M*Leiſh ar 
Saddel, Mr Daniel Hyndman at Southknapdale, Mr 
John Smith at Kilbranden, Mr Norman M Leod at 
Morvern, Mr James Smith at Rattray, Mr Charles 
Wilſon at Scoon, Mr John Wright at Trinity Gaſk, Mr 
Robert Stirling at Port, Mr David Balfour at Torryburn, 
Dr Hary- Spens at Wemyſs, Mr Andrew Ireland at Moon- 
zie, Mr Spens Oliphant at Largo, Mr James Ogilvy at 
Eſſie, Mr Thomas Wright at Roſcobie, Mr Andrew 
Hally at Lundie, My Alexander Mackie at Aberbrothock, 
Mr Charles Nifber at Montroſe, Mr James Walker at 
Dunnoter, Mr David Cruden at Nigg, Mr John Ramſay 
at Strahan, Mr William Leſlie at Auchindore, Mr Alex- 
ander Cock at Cruden, Mr John Bonnyman at Premnay, 
Mr Robert Ballengal at Forglen, Mr James Dunbar at 
Boindy, Mr Algernon Gordon at Keith, Mr Lewis Grant 
at Duthill, Mr William Gordon at Urquhart, Mr James 
Gillon at Kinloſs, Mr Patrick Dunbar at Nairn, Mr 
William Smith at Fettie, Mr Alexander Wood at Roſe- 
'markie, Mr Andrew Gallie at Kincardin, Mr John 
Fraſer at Kilmorack, Mr Thomas Roſs at Kilmanevaig, 
Mr Martin 'M*Pherſon at Slate, Mr John Downie at 
-Stornoway, Mr John M*Queen at Applecroſs, Mr Eneas 
M*Leod at Rogart, Mr William M*Kenzie at Tong, Mr 
Alexander Nicolſon at Thurſo, Mr James Weir at South 
Ronaldſhay, Mr James Bremner at Walls, Mr James 
Leſlie at Rouſay, Mr William Mitchell at Tingwall, Mr 
Robert Wiſhart at Livingſtone, Mr David Dickſon at 
Liberton, Mr Robert Scot at Innerleithen, Mr John 


Gourlie at Crichton Dr Joſeph Mer at Preſton- 
pans, 
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| Pans, and Mr Daniel M Queen at Preſton-Kirk, mini- 
ſters; Mathew Sandilands of Couſton, Eſq; the Lord 
Advocate, the Earl of Lauderdale, Mr Adam Ogilvy 
advocate, Mr Richard Tod merchant Leith, Mr Robert 
Johnſton merchant Edinburgh, Profeſſor George Jar- 
din, Collector Ramſay at Dummies Mr Heron of Ingle- 
ſton, Mr William Chalmers ſurgeon Edinburgh, Profeſ- 
ſor John Hill, Conveener Hart, "William Wallace of 
Sauchrie, Eſq; Profeſſor Dugald Steuart, Mr Robert 
Cullen advocate, Sir James Colquhoun, Mr James Col- 
quhoun advocate, Mr Lamont of Lamont, Mr M*Millan 
of Dunmore, Solicitor Murray, Mr James. Loch writer, 
Mr M' Dugald of Hayfield, Mr Thomas Elder merchant 
in Edinburgh, Bailie James Gentle, Mr Andrew M*Cara 
merchant Edinburgh; 'Solicitor Balmain, Mr Andrew 
Balfour advocate, Mr William Chalmers writer, Mr 
Alexander Hart Clerk of Juſticiary, Mr John Scot advo- 
cate, Captain Robert Moodie, Mr Cuningham of Hynd- - 
hope, Mr. John Moſman merchant in Edinburgh, Lord 
Weſthall, Mr Alexander Forbes writer, Mr john Kobert- 
ſon writer, Mr George Ogilvy advocate, Mr Iſaac Grant 
writer, Dr Gregory Grant, Mr mes Grant advocate, 
Mr Ludovick Grant, fun, writer, Bailie John Lothian, . 
Mr William Dunbar writer, Mr Simon Frazer advocate, 
Bailie John Walker merchant Edinburgh, Mr Charles 
Wriglit merchant Edinburgh, Lord Ankerville, Mr Camp- 
bell younger of Fairfield, Mr Colquhoun Grant writer, Mr 
John Brown merchant Edinburgh, Mr Bannatyne M*Leod 
advocate, Mr William Robertſon advocate, procurator for 
«he Church, Mr William M Donald writer, Mr Alexander 
Abercrombie writer, Mr Alexander Abercrombie advocate, 

. 'Mr Sawers of Bellſmill, Bailie Walter Hamilton, Dean of 
Guild Innes, Mr George Hume baker, Bailie ſohn 
Learmonth, Bailie John Grieve, Mr Alexander Tait 
one of the Principle Clerks of Seſſion, the Lord Pro- 
voſt of Edinburgh, Conveener Hamilton, Lord Chief 
Baron, Mr Stevenſon of Smithfield, Mr Niel Ferguſon 
advocate, and Mr Brown of Coalſton, ruling elders ; to 
be a committee of this Aſſembly, for reformation of the 
Highlands and Hlands of Scotland, for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, ſuppreſſing popery and pro- 
faneneſs, and for managing the Royal Bounty, for theſe 
ends, according to, and in terms of bis Majeſty's grant 
to this Aſſembly. In proſecution of which — 


the committee are 88 to chuſe their Moderator and 
clerk, to appoint preachers and catechiſts to go to ſuch 
places as they ſhall find, upon due Informa en to be 
the moſt proper, according to his Majeſty's deſign ex- 
preſſed 1 in his warrant; nt in ſo doing, that they have 
particular regard to ſuch pariſlies in South Viſt, Small- 
Iſles, Glence, Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glen- 
gary, and Lochaber, and the other pariſhes of the 
ſynods of Glenelg and Argyle, which the committee 
ſhall find, by GC of the vaſt extent, by the preva- 
lency of Popery and ignorance, and other unhappy cir- 
cumſtances, to be in the greateſt diſtreſs : And they ſhall 
take care, that the perſons they employ be certified, and 
found, upon due trial, to be properly qualified for theſe 
reſpective - offices, of at abilities for the ſame, of a 
pious life and converſation, prudent, of undoubted loy- 
alty to his Majeſty, - and of competent {kill in the prin- 
ciples of divinity, and particularly in Popiſh ' controver- 
ſies: Such , preachers . and catechiſts being hereby ap- 
pointed to be ſubject to, and under the inſpection of the 
preſbyteries of the bounds to which they are ſent, who 
are to take care that the orders of the committee be duly 
obſerved by them. And the preachers are alſo appoint- 
ed to catechiſe, and -both. they and the catechiſts to in- 
ſtruct the peop ple from houſe to houſe, and-to viſit the 
ſick; and, in all their labours among the people, to be 
careful to teach them the principles and duties of the 
true Chriſtian Proteſtant religion, and the obligations 
: they are under to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign 
King George, and obedience to the laws : And the com- 
mittee are impowered to give them ſuch inſtructions, as 
to their work and behaviour, as they ſhall judge meet; 
which inſtructions the preachers and catechiſts are here- 
by ordered to obey. The General Aſſembly do further 
appoint the ſaid committee, to have a particular regard, 
in their proceedings, to the regulations agreed upon by 
the committee of the Aſſembly for managing the Royal 
Bounty, on the zoth of September 1730, approven by 
frequent Aſſemblies ; and to take care that preſbyteries, 
and others concerned, obſerve the ſame, which they are 
hereby ordered to do: Particularly, the Aſſembly or- I 
dains the ſeveral preſbyteries to inſert in their regiſters, = 
the committee's APppintmcyys of the. defi Ignations, ſa- 1 
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4 The All, of the 


laries, and ſtations of the ſeveral miſſionaries, and to have 


an exact regard thereto, in all the letters they ſhall write 


about the ſaid miſſionaries, and in giving of certificates 
to them; and to direct all their letters, concerning miſ- 
ſionaries in their bounds, only to the Moderator of the 
Committee; which letters ſhall be ſigned, at the ap- 
pointment of the preſbytery, by the Moderator or clerk 


thereof: And the Aſſembly does diſcharge any payment 


to be made of the falaries of the miſſionaries, except 


upon receipts from the miſſionaries themſelves, and upon 
certificates from the preſbyteries, bearing, that they have 


ſerved for the time mentioned in the receipts. The Ge- 


neral Aſſembly do alfo impower the ſaid committee, to 
apply, for the purpoſes above mentioned, what may re- 
main of the laſt year's Royal Bounty not diſpoſed of, by 


_ reaſon of any of the miſſionaries not fulfilling the ap- 


pointments laid upon them; and that they are to keep a 
regiſter of their proceedings, and likewiſe diſtin& books 
of accounts, how the foreſaid money is beſtowed, which 
ſhall be patent to any concerned who pleaſe to inſpect 
the fame. Of the perſons above named as members of 
this committee, five are declared to be a quorum, 
whereof three are to be miniſters, But it is hereby ap- 
pointed, That at the quarterly meeting of the committee, 
in which the ſcheme or eſtabliſhment of miſſionaries for 


the enſuing year is to be approved and determined, not 


leſs than fourteen ſhall be the quorum, whereof nine 


ſhall be miniſters ; and the ſaid committee are appointed 


to have their general meetings at Edinburgh, the firſt 
lawful day after the adjournment of the four ſtated diets 
of the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, within the 
Aſſembly Iſle, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, ex- 
cept that day ſhall fall to be Saturday, and then the 
meeting ſhall be upon Monday next thereafter, at the 
{aid hour; with power to the ſaid committee, to adjourn | 
themſelves to ſuch times and places as'they ſhall find 
moſt needful and convenient: And they are to keep a 
correſpondente with the Commiſſion of the General Aſ- 
ſembly, and the Society for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, and their committee of directors, and to take their 


 advies and aſſiſtance; and alſo to correſpond with the 


ſynods and preſbyteries concerned. They are likewiſe 
inſtructed and impowered, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, to ap- 


ply to the Government, « ar any magiltrate, for — 
an 
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and ſupport in carrying on the deſign of the commiſſion 
now given to them, And the General Aſſembly do, by 
theſe preſents, nominate and appoint Mr William 
Robertſon advocate, procurator for the Church, to be re- 
ceiver of the foreſaid Royal Bounty, and to pay out the 
ſame as he ſhall be directed and ordered by the ſaid com- 
mittee, and according to their rules. And the aid 
committee are appointed to examine the aceounts of the 
diſtribution of the Royal Bounty, and lay the ſame be- 
fore the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, 
or the Barons of his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, and 

to report their diligence to the General Aſſembly, to 
whom they are to be accountable. And it is agreed, 
That no perſon once employed and inſert in the ſcheme 
ſhall be ſtrack out thereof ſor that year, but by the 
- quorum of at leaſt fourteen, whereof nine to be mini- 
ſters; and in caſe any complaint ſhall be made againſt 
any of them on the ſcheme, it fhall not be determined 
the firſt ordinary meeting that the ſame is -offered, but 
it ſhall lye on the table till another meeting; and in the 
mean time, the perſon complained of, and the preſby- 
:tery of the bounds wherein he officiates, ſhall be ac- 
quainted of ſuch complaint, and theſe concerned be re- 
quired to ſend to the ſaid committee a juſt account of 
the matter, againſt the next meeting. And it is further 
appointed, That after the yearly ſcheme of miſſionaries 
on the Royal Bounty is ſettled in manner above direct- 
ed, and notice thereof given by letters to the preſbyte- 
Ties concerned, fuch preſbyteris ſhall ſend up, to the 
ſaid committee their anſwer to theſe letters, at fartheſt 
with their commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, if the 
ſame be not done ſooner; and that the committee, at 
their firſt meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall en- 
deavour to compleat the next year's ſcheme themſelves ; 
and if they cannot compleat it, they ſhall name a ſub- 
committee of their number for that purpoſe, who are to 
lay their draught thereof before a ſubſequent meeting, 

which is appointed to meet as ſoon after the riſing of 
the Aſſembly as poſſible, And impowered the com- 
mittee, at their firſt meeting, to reje& any petition for 
a new ſtation, in caſe they ſhall find ſuſſicient objections 
againſt it; and that the ſaid committee, in making up 
the ſcheme of miſſionaries, Oc. do not exceed the ſum 


in the grant. | 9 
"IT VI. Commiſſion 


* 
— EE COEESIETS 
* an 


» 
. „„ 


a *'The Act, of the © 


.clder; from the Preſpytery of 3 Mr Joſeph 


VI. 


Commiſſi ion to ſome Miniſters ai} Ruling 
Elders, for diſcuſſing affairs referred 


to them. 


T General Aſſembly, conſidering; there are divers 


affairs which they cannot overtake; do hereby nomi- 
nate, commiſſion, and appoint the Reverend Dr- Patrick 
Grant, miniſter at Urray, their moderator; and from the 
preſbytery of Dunſe, Mr Adam Murray at Eccles, Mr 
Robert Bowmaker at Dunſe, and Matthew Sandilands of 


Couſton, Eſq; ruling elder; from the preſbytery of 


Churnſide, Mr John Waugh at Whitſome, Mr George 
Cupples at Swinton, and Sir John. Stewart of Allanbank, 
Bart. ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Kelſo, Dr 
Thomas Macdougal at Mackerſton, Mr William Simpſon 
at Morebottle, and the Lord Advocate, ruling elder ; 


from the preſbytery of Jedburgh, Mr: Robert Deans at 


Crailing, Mr Thomas Sommerville at Jedburgh, Mr Sa- 
muel Charteris at Wilton, and Mr John Lowrie, preacher 
of the goſpel, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Jedburgh, 
the Earl of Lauderdale.; fram the preſbytery of Lauder, 
Mr James Ford at Lauder, Mr ſohn Martin at Mertown, 


and James Hogg of Craigend, Eſq; ruling elder; from 


the burgh of Lawder, Thomas Hogg, younger of New- 
liſton, Eg: from the preſbytery of Selkirk, Mr james 
Hume at Bowden, Mr William Campbell at Lilliesleaf, 
and Mr Adam Ogilvie, advocate, ruling elder; .from the 
burgh of Selkirk, Mr Richard Tod merchant in Leith; 
from the preſbytery of Annan, Mr James Gath, at Grait- 
ney, Mr James Yorſtoun at Middlebee, and Sir William 

Maxwell of Springkell, Bart. ruling elder; from the 
burgh of Annan, Mr Robert Johnſton -mefchant in 
Edinburgh.; fromithe preſbytery of Langholm, Mr Ro- 


bert Rutherford at Caſtletown, Mr John Dow at Canon- 


by, and Mr Gideon Rutherford of Greenpark, ruling 
Faye uſon 
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| ferguſon at Tindergarth, Di Patrick Niſbet at Hutton, 
Mr jacob Dickion at outwald, and Robert Irvine of 
 Woodhall, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of 
Penpont, Mr William Kayden at Penpont, Mr James 
Wallace at Keir, and Sir James Kirkpatrick, Bart. ri ling 
elder; from the burgh of Sanquhar, Proleſſor George 
Jardine; from the preſbytery of Dumfries, Mr james 
Alexander at Kirkden, Mr William Wright at Newabbay, 
Mr Joleph Kirkpatrick at Dunicore, and Mr James 
Ramſay, Collector of Exciſe, ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr N:thaniel M*Kie, at 
Corlmichael, Mr William Mackie at Balmaclennen, Mr 
William Donaldſon at Parton, and Ardrew Beron of 
Ingleftone, Eiq; ruling elder; from the burgh of New 
Galloway, Mr William Chalmers ſurgeon in Edinburgh 
ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Wigton, Mr Wil- 
fam Boyd at Penningham, Dr Iſaac Davidton at Sorbie, 
Mr John Brown merchant in Edinburgh, raling elder ; 
from the burgh of Wigton, Profeſſor Andrew Dalziel ; 
from the burgh of Whithorn, Profeſſor John Hill; from 
the preſbytery of Stranrawer, Mr Andrew Roſs at Inch, 
Mr John M*Kenzie at Portpatrick, and Robert Cathcart 
of Genoch, Eiq; ruling elder; from the burgh of Stra- 
rawer, Conveener Orlando Hart Edinburgh; from ihe 
preſbytery of Ayr, Mr John Stiell at Stair, Mr Matthew 
Biggar at Kirkoſwald, Mr Andrew Shaw at Craigie, Mr 
John Ramſay at Kirkmichael, Mr George Smith at Gal- 
ſton, William Wallace of Sauchrie, Eſq; and John Hamil- 
ton of Bargeny, Eq: ruling elders; from the burgh of 
Ayr, Profeſlor Uugald Stewart; from the preſbytery of Ir- 
vine, Mr john Fullerton at Dali y, Mr Michael Tod at 
Dreghorn, Mr Alexander Gillies at Kilmaurs, and the Ho- 
nonrable Mr Patrick Boyle of Shewalton, ruling elder ; 
from the bur gh of Irvine, Mr John Buihby writer in 
Dumfries; from the preſbytery of Paifley, My john 
Monteith at Houſton, Mr james Voriton at Paiſl y. Mr 
Colin Gillies at Greenock, and Mr Patrick Crow fwmith 
in Paiſley, ruling elder ; from the preſby tery of Hamil- 
ton, Mr James Morehead at Stonehon'e, Mr John kiſk 
at Dalſerf. Mr Michacl M*Cnlloch at Bothwell, and Mr 
Robert Cullen advocate, rulinz clder ; from the preſby- 
tery of Lanark, Mr William Forreſter at Carſtairs, Mr 
James Gray at Lanark, and William Hope-Weir of 
| , S E | Craigichall 


A 


Craigichall and Blackwood, Eſq; ruling elder; from tlie 
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preſbytery of Glaſgow, Dr John Gillies at Glaſgow, Mr 
John Burns at Barony, Mr William Dun at Kirkintilloch, 
Mr William Stewart at Cumbernauld, Profeſſor John: 
Anderſon and Profeſſor Patrick Cumming, ruling elders; 
from- the Univerſity of Glaſgow, Profeſſor Alexander 
W'ilſon; from the preſbytery of Dumbarton, Mr John 
Stewart at Luſs, Mr John Grant at Arrochar, Mr Wil- 
liam Taylor at Baldernock, and Sir James Colquhoun of 
Luſs, Bart. ruling elder ; from the burgh of Dumbarton, 


James Colquhoun younger of Luſs, Eſq; advocate; from 
the preſbytery of Dunoon, Mr Archibald M Lea at Roth- 


ſay, Mr Colin Campbell at Kilmodan, and John Lamont 
of Lamont, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the burgh of Roth- 


ſay, Duncan M' Millan of Dunmore, Eſq; from the preſ- 


bytery of Kintyre, Mr John Hamilton. at Kilmorie, Mr 
George Robertſon at Campbelton, Mr George M*Lieſh 
at Saddel, and Mr Alexander Fleming manufacturer at 


Eirkliſton, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Campbelton, 
Sollicitor Murray; from the preſbytery of Inveraray, Mr 


Peter Campbell at Glaſſerie, Mr Daniel Hyndman at 
South Knapdale, and Mr James Loch writer to the ſig- 
net, ruling elder ;; from the burgh of Inveraray, Dector 
James Williamſon ; ; from the preſbytery of Lorn, Mr 
Patrick Campbell at Kilninver, Mr John Smith at Kil- 


brandan, and Robert Campbell of Finab, Eſq; ruling cl- 
der; from the preſbytery of Mull, Mr Patrick Ner- 
'thur at Ardnamurchan, Mr Norman M*Leod at Mor- 


vern, and Allan M' Dougald of Hayfield, Eſq; ruling el- 
der; from the preſbytery of Dnnkeld, Mr Duncan 
M*Cara at Fortingall,, Mr James Biſſet at Caputh, Mr 
John Robertſon at Little Dunkeld,, Mr James Smith at 
Rattray, Major William Brown, and Mr Thomas Elder 


merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elders; from the preſby- 


tery of Perth, Mr Patrick Meck at Kinnoul, Mr Andrew 
Williamſon at Arngoſk, Mr David Moncrieff at Regor- 


ton, Mr Charles Wilſon at Scone, Sir John Belches, and 


Bailie ſohn Caw merchant in Perth, ruling. elders:; from 
the burgh of Perth, Provoſt William Stewart; from 
the preſbytery of Stirling, Mr James Frame at Alloa, 
Mr John Muſchet at Stirling, and John Callender of 
-Eraigforth, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of 


Auchterarder, Mr John Scott at Muthell,, Mr Lewis Dun- 
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bar at Dunning, Mr John Wright at Trinity-Gaſk, and 
Baillie James Gentle, ruling elder; from the preſbytery 
of Dumblane, Mr james Wright at Logie, Mr j{obert. 
Stirling at Port, and John Campbell of Lochend, Eſq ;? 

_ ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Dunfermline, Mr 
John Spence at Orwall, Mr George Adie at Carnock, Mr 
David Balfour at. Torryburn, and Dr John. Steedman 
phyſician in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the burgh 
of Dunfermline, Bailie William. Hutton. merchant in. 
Dunfermline; from the burgh of Culroſs, Allan M*Cono- 
chie of Meadowbank, Eſq; from the burgh of Inverkeith- 
ing, Dean of Guild James Young ; from the burgh of 
Dyfart, Mr Andrew M*Cara merchant in Edinburgh; 
ſrom the preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, Mr Matthew Mitchell 
at Auchterderen, Mr Henry Moir at Aughtertool, Dr 
Harry Spens at Wemyſs, and Mr James. Fergus merch- 
ant in Kirkcaldie, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Kirk- 
caldie, Mr Henry Beveridge baker in Kirkcaldie; from the 
burgh of Kinghorn, James Balmain, Eſq;. Sollicitor of 
Excite ;.from the burgh of Burntiſland, Samuel Charteris, 
Elq; Sollicitor of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms ; from the preſ- 
bycery .of Cupar, Mr Michael Greenlaw at Creich, Mr 
Robert Bogie at Logie, Mr Robert M-Culloch at Dairſie, 
Mr Andrew Ireland at Moonzie, Major John Melvill of 
Cairnie, and Andrew Barclay of Pittachup, Eſq; ruling, 
elders ;. from the preſbytery of St Andrews, Dr John 
Chalmers at Kilconquhar, Mr joſeph Pitcairn at Carn- 
bee, Mr William Beate at Kilrennie, Mr Spence Oli- 
phant at Largo, Profeſſor George Hill, and Mr John La- 
mont, furgeon in Largo, ruling elders; from the burgl 
ef St Andrews, Dr Andrew Duncan phyſician in Edin- 
burgh ; from the Univerlity of St Andrews, Profeſſor 
John Cook; from the burgh of Crail, Mr Andrew Bal- 
four advocate; from the burgh of Anſtruther Weſter, 

Mr William Chalmers writer in Edinburgh; from the 
preſbytery of Meigle, Mr Andrew Dun. at Bendochie, 
James Thomſon at Kingoldrum, Mr James Ogilvie at Ellie, 
and Mr Patrick Aliſon at Newhall, ruliag elder ; from 
the preſbytery. of Forfar, Mr David Fernie at Kinnetrles, 
Mr Thomas Wright at Roſcobie, and William Adam, Eiq; 
younger of Maryburgh, ruling elder; from the burgh of 

Forfar, John Adam of Maryburgh, Eſq; from the preſ- 

bytery of Dundee, Mr James Henderton at On 
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Mr Robert Small at Dundee, Mr Andrew Hallay at Lun- 
die, and Mr David Low, ruling elder; from the preſby- 
tery of Aberbrothock, Mr William Milligan at Kirkden, 
Mr Alexander Mackie at Aberbrothock, and the Honour- | 
able Mr Baron Maule, ruling elder ; from che burgh of 
Aberbrothock, Mr Alexander Hart Clerk of Juſticiary ; . 
from the preſbytery of Brechin, Mr Andrew Bruce at 
Brechin, Mr David Miller at Edzell, Mr Charles Niſbet 
at Montroſe, and Mr John Scott advocate, ruling elder ; 
from the burgh of Montrole, Captain Robert Mudie ſhip- 
maſter in Leith; from the preſbytery of Fordoun, Mr 
Robert Young at Benholm, Mr John Brymer at Mary- 
kirk, Mr James Walker at Dunnorter, and Dr William 
Young of Falſide, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Ber- 
vie, Sir William Auguſtus Cunninghame ; from, the 
preſbytery of Aberdeen, Mr John Brown at Newhills, 
Mr Patrick Duff at Old Machar, Mr James Forſyth at 
Belhelvie, Mr David Cruden at Nigg. James Cunning- 
ham of Hyndhope, Eſq; and Mr John Moſſman merch- 
ant in Edinburgh, ruling elders ; from the city of Aber- 
deen, Provoſt John Duncan r in Aberdeen; 
from the King's College, Profeſſor Gerard; ſrom the 
Marſhall College, Dr George Campbell principal of the 
Mariſhall College; from the preſbytery of Kincardine- 
O'Neal, Mr Francis Downie at Banchoryternan, Mr 
William Forſyth at Aboyne, Mr John Ramſay at Stra- 
chan, and Lieutenant John Grant at Rippachie, ruling 
elder; from the preſbytery of Ilford, Mr john Lumſden 
at Strathdon, Mr Robert Lumſden, at Kildrumic, Mr 
William Leſſie at Auchindore, and Francis Kinloch 
younger of Gilmerton, Eſq; ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Ellon, Mr William "Paterſon at Logie 
Buchan, Mr Alexander Cock at Cruden, and Profellor 
Thomas Gordon, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of 
Garioch, Mr George Adams at Kintore, Mr Patrick Da- 
vidſon at Nemnay, Mr John Boniman at Premnay, and 
the Right Honourable Lord Weſthall, ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Inveruray, John Clerk of Elden, Ela; from 
the preſbvtery of Turriff, Ar William Stewart at Turriff, 
Mr Robert Balingall at Forglen, and Mr Alexander 
Forbes writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder; from the 
. preſbytery of Fordyce, r Andrew Skene at Banff, Mr 


James Dunbar at Boyndie, and Mr John Robertſon 
writer 
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writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder; from the burgh 
of Cullen, Mr George Ogilvie advocate; from the 
preſpytery of Strathbogie, Mr John Cooper at Glaſs, 
Mr George William Algernon Gordon at Keith, and 
the Honourable Mr Baron Gordon, ruling elder ; from 


the preſbytery of Aberlour, Mr James Grant at Inver- 


aven, Mr James Thomſon at Aberlour, and Mr Iſaac 
Grant writer to the Signet, ruling elder ; from the preſ- 
bytery of Abernethy, Mr William Gordon at Alvie, -Mr 
Lewis Grant at Duthell, and Dr Gregory Grant phyſi- 
cian in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 
of Elzin, Mr Alexander Murray at Duffus, Mr William 
Gordon at Urquhart, and Dr John Tait, phyſician at 


Eſperſton, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Forres, 


Mr Alexander Watt at Forres, Mr James Gillon at Kin- 


loſs, and James Grant of Corrimony, ' Eſq; ruling elder ; 


from the burgh of Forres, Mr Ludovic Grant, jun. writer 


in Edinburgh ; from the preſbytery of Nairn, Mr 


Thomas Gordon at Auldearn, Mr Patrick Dunbar at 
Nairn, and Baillie John Lothian merchant in Edinburgh, 
ruling elder ; from the burgh of Nairn, Mr William 
Dunbar writer to the ſignet ; from the preſbytery of In- 


verneſs, Mr Alexander Grant at Daviot, Mr William 


Smith at Pettie, and Mr Simon Fraler advocate, ruling 
elder; from the preſbytery of Chanonry, Mr James 
Monro at Cromarty, Mr Alexander Wood at Roſe- 


markie, and Baillie John Walker merchant in Edinburgh, 


ruling elder; from the burgh of Fortroſe, Mr Charles 
Wright merchant in Edinburgh; from the preſbytery of 
Tain, Mr Patrick Grant at Logie-Eaſter, Mr Andrew 
Gallie at Kincardin, and Lord Ankervilie, ruling elder ; 
from the bargh of Tain, Robert Chalmers of Larbert, 
Eſq; from the preſbytery of Dingwall, Mr John Fraſer 
at Kilmorack, and Sir John Gordon, Bart. ruling elder ; 
from the burgh of Dingwall, William Campbell, younger 
of Fairfield, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Abertarph, Mr 


James Grant at Urquhart, Mr Thomas Roſs at Kilmani- 


vaig, and Mr Colquhoun Grant writer to the ſignet, 
ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Sky, Mr Donald 
M*Queenat Kilmuir, Mr Martin M*Pherſon at Slate, 
and Mr Bannatyne M*Leod advocate, ruling elder ; 
from the preſbytery of Lewis, Mr Alexander M*Ray 
at Barvas, Mr John. Downie at Stornoway, and Mr 
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William Robertſon advocate, procurator for the Church, 
ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Lochcarron, Mr 
Murdoch MF*Iver at Lochalſh, Mr John M*Queen at 
Applecroſs, and William M' Donald of Renetton, Eſq; 
writer to the ſignet, ruling elder; from the preſby- 


tery of Dornock, Mr William Gun at Golſpey, Mr 


#neas MLeod at Rogart, and Mr Alexander Aber- 
crombie writer to the ſignet, ruling elder ; from the 
burgh of Dornock, Captain James Sutherland of Old- 
annie ; from the preſbytery of Tong, Mr Alexander 
Falconer at Edrachilles, Mr William McKenzie at 
Tongue, and the Hon, George M*Kay of Tongue, rul- 
ing elder ; from the preſbytery of Caithneſs, Mr Alex. 
ander Oliphant at Bower, Mr Alexander Nicolſon at 
Thurſo, and Alexander Abercrombie, Eſq; advocate, 

ruling elder ; from the burgh of Wick, John Sawers of 

Bellſmill, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Kirkwall, Mr 

James Aliſon at Holm, Mr James Weir at South Ronald- 
ſhay, and Baillie Walter Hamilton merchant in Edinburgh, 
ruling elder; from the burgh of Kirkwall, Dean of 
Guild Charles Innes ; from the preſbytery of Cairſtone, 
Mr James Tyrie at Sandwick, Mr James Bremner at 
Walls, and Mr George Home baker in Edinburgh, rul- 
ling elder ; from the preſbytery of North Iſles, Mr Wil- 
liam Clouſton at Croſs and Burneſs, Mr James Leſlie at 
Rouſay, and Baillie John Learmonth at Edinburgh, rul- 


ing elder ; from the preſbytery of Zetland, Mr William 


Mitchell at Tingwall, Mr Patrick Mair at Breſlay, and 
Bailie John Grieve merchant in Edinburgh, ruling 
elder ; from the preſbytery of Edinburgh, Dr George 
Wiſhart, Mr William Bennet at Duddingſtone, Dr Hugh 
Blair, Mr James Brown, Dr William Gloag, Edinburgh ; 
Mr William Lothian Canongate, James Hunter-Blair of 
Dunſkey, Eſq; Mr Alexander Tait one of the Principal 
Clerks of Seſſion, and Mr James Hardie, ruling elders ; 
from the city of Edinburgh, the Lord Provoſt of Edin- 
burgh, and Conveener Alexander Hamilton ; from the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh, Principal Robertſon ; from the 
Church of Campvere, Mr James Yair, and Mr John 
Home, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Lin- 
lithgow, Mr James Lindſay at Kirkliſton, Mr George 
Ellis at Carridden, Mr Robert Wiſhart at Livingſtone, 
Mr William Baron at Whitburn, the Hon. Charles Hope- 
Weir, and Mr Charles Addiſon merchant in Borroſtoun- 


nels, 
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neſs, ruling elders; from the burgh of Linlithgow, 
Provoſt Robert Clark; from the burgh of Queensferry, 
Bailie James Taylor; from the preſbytery of Biggar, Mr 
William Lockhart at Coulter, Mr William Tait at ERil- 


Hon. the Earl of Hyndford, ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Peebles, Mr Charles Findlater at Linton, 


Baron, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Peebles, Alex- 


of Dalkieth, Dr Harry Grieve at Dalkieth, Mr John 
Main at Newton, Mr John Gourlay at Crichton, and Mr 
Niel Ferguſon advocate, ruling elder ; from the preſby- 
tery of Haddington, Mr Alexander Glen at Dirleton, Mr 
Matthew Murray at North Berwick, Dr Joſeph M*Cor- 
mick at Preſtonpans, and Charles Brown of Coalſton, 
Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Had- 
dington, William Law, Eſq; of Elvington ; from the 
burgh of North Berwick, Hugh Dalrymple, Eſq; younger 
of North Berwick ; from the preſbytery of Dunbar, Mr 
David Spence at Cockburnſpath, Mr Daniel M*Queen at 
Preſton-kirk, and Mr John Dudgeon, ruling elder ; 
from the burgh of Dunbar, Sir George Suttie of Bal- 
gonie, Bart. ruling. elder ; and added Dr John Dryſ- 
dale, one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, in place of the 
Moderator, to be Commiſſioners of this General Aſſem- 
bly; to the effect after mentioned ; with power to the 
faid Commiſſioners, or their quorum, which 1s hereby 
declared to be any thirty-one of the ſaid Commiſſioners, 


and conveen within the Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, 
the firſt day after the diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at ten 
of the clock in the forenoon ; and thereafter, the ſecond 
Wedneſday of Auguſt, third Wedneſday of November, 


ent, with ꝓower to the ſaid Commiſſioners to chuſe their 


fully impowers their ſaid Commiſſioners, or their quorum 
above mentioned, to cognoſce and finally determine, as 
they ſhall ſee cauſe, in every matter referred, or that 
ſhall be referred to them, by an act or order of this Aſ- 
ſembly; and to do every thing contained in, and _— 
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bucho, Mr David Dickſon at Liberton, and the Rig "NE 


Mr Robert Scot at Innerliethen, and the Lord Chief 


ander Stevenſon of Smithfield, Eſq; from the preſbyterx 


whereof twenty- one are always to be miniſters, to meet 


and the firſt Wedneſday of March next to come, and 
oftner when and where they ſhall think fit and conveni- 


own Moderator: And likewiſe, the General Aſſembly 
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form to the inſtructions given, or to be given * this 


Aſſembly; and to advert to the intereſt of the Church 


on every occaſion, that the Church, and preſent eſta- 
bliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejudice 
which they can prevent, as they will be anſwerable : 
Provided always, that this general clauſe be not extend- 
ed to particular affairs or proceſſes before fynods or 
preſbyteries, that are not of univerſal concern to, or in- 
fluence upon, the whole Church. And it is hereby ap- 
pointed, that no private proceſſes be determined, except 
at the four ſtated diets; and what ſhall be determined 
at one diet of the Commiſſion, with relation to private 
cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, 
and ſhall ſtand and continue in force, till diſapproven 
by the General Aſſembly. And the Aſſembly renews 
the inſtructions given by the General Aſſembly in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen, to their 
Commiſſion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand in full force, 
as inſtructions to the Commiſſioners before named, and 


to be obſerved by thein in all points, as if the ſame were 


ſpecially here inſert; and that they enquire into che 
publiſhing and ſpreading of books and pamphlets, tending 
towards the promoting of opinions of whatever kind, in- 


conſiſtent with our Confeſſion of Faith; and that the re- 


commenders of ſuch books or pamphlets, or the errors 


therein contained, whether by word, writ, or print, be 
called before the ſaid Commiſion to anſwer for the ſame. 


And further, the ſaid Commithon is hereby impowered to 
receive any references and appeals that ſhall be made to 


them from ſynods, in matters of doctrine, and ripen 


ſuch affairs for the next General Aſſembly ; and to con- 
tribute what they can to the ſuppreſſing of vice and im- 
morality, and give all needful advice and aſſiſtance to 


ſynods and preſbyteries, upon application to them for 


that end: Likewiſe to take care that the impreſſions of 
the Holy Scriptures, the Confæſſion of Faith and Catechijms, 
and ſuch books as are authoriſed by this Church, relat- 
ing to the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and govern- 
ment thereof, be correct; and give directions about 


printing the ſame. And the Commiſſioners are appoint- 


ed and impowered to keep a correſpondence with the 
committee for Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands, 


for ſuppreſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, and for promot- 
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ing the knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a 
reformation in theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance and con- 
currence therein; and, if need be, to apply to the Go- 
vernment for a proper remedy and ſpeedy redreſs. And 
the ſaid Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and 
diſcharged to meddle in any other matters than what 
are committed and referred to them as above mentioned: 
And, in all their actings, they are to proceed according 
to the acts and conſtitution of this Church, and to do 
nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the 
ſame; declaring, that in and for all their actings, they 
ſhall be accountable to, and cenſureable by the next Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, as they ſhall ſee cauſe. And the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly appoints the ſaid Commiſſioners, particular- 
ly to obſerve the acts of the General Aſſemblies one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and twelve, and one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and nineteen, reſpecting the application of the 
public money; which two acts are printed among the 
acts of Aſſembly one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- 
one. And this Commiſſion is to continue and endure 
until another Commiſſion be appointed; and members 
are required to attend the diets of the ſaid Commiſſion; 
and ablents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, accord- 
ing to the 17th act of the General Aſſembly held in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fix. And for the 
better ſecuring of a quorum, and attendance of members 
on the Commiſſion, the General Aſſembly prohibits the 
preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any other preſbytery with- 
in twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days or 
weeks appointed for the meeting of this Commiſſion ; 
and ſuch of the members of theſe preſbyteries as are on 
the Commiſſion, are required all of them to give atten- 
dance on the diets thereof; and the preſbyteries at a 
greater diſtance, who have four or more members on 
the Commiſſion, are to take care, that at leaſt two of 
them attend each diet of the ſame: And the General 
Aſſembly appoint their Commiſſion, at their firſt meet- 
ing, to diſcuſs as many of the cauſes and queſtions, re- 
lative to the ſettlements of vacant churches, which are 
or ſhall be referred to them by the Aſſembly, as they 
can oyertake. And it is further provided, That when 
any preſbytery or ſynod of this Church ſhall decline to 
comply with the ſentence of the Commiſſion, or to give 
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the ſame a full execution, in that caſe the Commiſſion 
is hereby prohibited to execute the ſame, by appointing 
any ſuch correſpondent meeting as has been ſometimes 
the practice,” but ſhall allow che ſame to lye over to the 
enſuing Aſſembly, to which ſuch preſbyteries or ſynods 
ſhall be anſwerable for ſuch their conduct, and are here- 
by appointed to ſend up with their Commiſſioners their 
reaſons for the ſame. And the Aſſembly doth further 
impower and direct the ſaid Commiſſion, to make due 
application to the King and Parliament for redreſs of 
the grievance of patronage, in caſe a favourable oppor- 
tunity for ſo doing ſhall occur during the ſubſiſtence of 
this Commiſſion: And that in paſſing their ſentences, 
and in ordering the execution of the ſame, they ſtrictly 
. obſerye the 12th act of the Aſſembly 1736. 


VII. Overture 
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VII. 


Overture and interim Act, concerning 
Perſons going to be Licenſed or Or- 
dained without the Bounds of this 


Church. 


Edinburgh 29th May 1778. 


; W it is a matter of the greateſt importance 
to the intereſts of religion, to prevent perſons not 
duly qualified from becoming preachers and miniſters 
of the goſpel; and as it has often been complained of, 
that perſons not qualified according to the acts of this 
Church, have retired out of its bounds to places where 
they were not well known, and have obtained licence to 
preach, or been ordained miniſters of the goſpel : There- 
fore the General Aſſembly do hereby prohibit all per- 
ſons educated or reſiding within the bounds of this Church, 
to go out of its bounds to obtain licences to preach ; and 
prohibit all preachers, licenſed by this Church, from go- 
ing without its bounds to obtain ordination, unleſs they 
are called to a particular congregation in another coun- 
try: And enact, that licences obtained in that manner 
ſhall not be received, or have any effect in this Church; 
and ſuch preachers as contravene this act, ſhall forfeit the 
licenſe formerly given them, and be no longer entitled 
to the privileges which belong to a preacher of the goſpel 
in this Church. — The General Aſſembly do hereby re- 
tranſmit the above, as an overture, to the ſeveral preſ- 
byteries, ſtrictly requiring ſuch of them as have hitherto 
been deficient, to ſend up their opinions thereupon to 
the next General Aſſembly; and do further ordain this 
overture, as an interim act, to have the force of a law 


till the next · General Aſſembly, 
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[The General Aſſembly ice to Preſbyteries the ie following 


Overture, and recommends it to them to pay particular 
attention thereto.) 


Overture anent the Ordination of Elders. 


Edinburgh, April 29th 1778. 


HE Preſbytery of Edinburgh overture to the Ge- 

neral Aſſembly : That whereas great irregularities 
have crept into the Church, with reſpect to the ordination 
of Elders, it ſhould be enacted, That no miniſter ſhall ſet 
apart any perſon to that ſacred office in his congr egation, 
who has not a fixed reſidence in it, or ſuch property as 
would entitle him to vote in the calling of a miniſter ; it 
being the true meaning and intent of this overture, to 
prevent elders being ordained in congregations, who are 
in no way connected with them. The preſbytery re- 
commend it to their members to preſent and ſupport 
ſaid overture; and further give power to their Mode- 
rator, Dr Erſkine, and Mr David Johnſton, to appear 
and ſupport the ſame. Extracted by” +. 


. CRAT G, Preſbytery Clerk, 


„ 
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IX. 


Overture anent Licenſing Probationers. 


HE General Aſſembly, taking into their ſerious con- 
ſideration the danger that ariſeth to this Church, 
and to the ſouls of people, by licenſing any to preach tlie 
goſpel who are not duly qualified, according to the 
rules laid down in the Holy Scriptures; and conſidering 
that the ſeveral acts made by former General Aſſemblies, 
lye ſo ſcattered in many ſeparate articles, at great diſtances 
from one another, that the directions therein given are 
in danger of being overlooked by preſbyteries: There- 
fore the General Aſſembly, collecting. what appears to 
them moſt material in former acts, cardia That the fol- 
lowing regulations ſhall be ſtrictly obſerved by en, 
teries in all time coming. 
Imo, That no preſbytery admit any perſon to proba- 
tionary trials, but ſuch as are found to be of good report, 
of ſufficient learriing, of found principles, of a pious, ſo- 
ber. grave, and prudent behaviour, and of a peaceable 
- diſpoſition, and well affected to the government in church 
and ſtate, and of whom they have ſufficient ground to 
' conceive that they ſhall be uſeful and edifying in the 
church, and that careful enquiry be made thereanent ; 
and that without reſpect of perſons, ſuch as are eſtcemed 
to be light and vain in their behaviour, proud, worldly 
minded, or unacquainted with the power of practical 
: godlineſs, be kept back from that ſacred work. 
 2do, That none be admitted to trials in order to be 
licenſed, - but ſuch as have produced to the profeſſor of 
«divinity at the time of their being enrolled, either a di- 
ploma of Maſter of Arts, or a certificate, bearing that 
they have. gone through a full courſe of - -philoſophy at 
the college, and who have either given cloſe attendance 
on the divinity-hall for the ſpace of four years, from 


the time of their names being entered upon the roll of 
H 8 the 
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the preſbytery as ſtudents of divinity ; or, if their cir- 
cumſtances did not permit them to give cloſe attendance 


on the hall, have continued to. proſecute. the ſtudy of 


divinity for ſix years, and have in that time delivered 


the uſual number of diſcourſes; provided alſo, that, at 


the time of their being admitted to trials, they are twen- 


ty-one years of age complete. 

3ztio, The General Aſſembly, conſidering the reproach 
that may be brought on religion in general, and parti- 
cularly on this Church, by the unworthy behaviour of 
ſuch as follow the ſtudy of divinity, do earneſtly recom- 
mend to the preſbytèrĩes, profeſſors of divinity, and mi- 
niſters and members of this Church, to keep a watchful 
eye on ſuch ſtudents, during the terms above ſpecified. 
And further, that when any ſtudent comes to attend the 
profeſſor of divinity in any univerſity, he ſhall produce 
to the profeſſor, and to the miniſter of the pariſh where 
he is to reſide, during the time of his attendance on the 
profeſſion, a teſtimonial from the miniſter of the pariſh 
from whence he comes; and when he leaves the profeſ- 
ſion, he ſhall carry back teſtimonials from the miniſter 
of the pariſh, of his grave and ſuitable behaviour becom- 


ing his character; and from the profeſſor, teſtimonials 


certifying the ſame, and alſo his regular attendance on 
the diets of the profeſſion, and the time he has attended. 
And when any profeſſor of divinity ſhall think fit to,xe- 
commend a ſtudent, -in order to probationary trials, his 
teſtimonials ſhall certify his proficiency 1 in his ſtudies, and 
his 3 character. 

„The General Aſſembly do ee and: ordain, 
That no preſbytery admit any ſtudent to ꝓrobationary 
trials, except ſuch as have reſided within their-bounds 
for the ſpace of ſix months, or do produce to them ſuf- 


ficient teſtimonials from the preſbyteries in whoſe.bounds 


they have lived, or for the moſt. part reſided, expreſ- 


. ſing, that it is the deſire of. theſe preſbyteries that theſe 
ſtudents ſhould be entered upon trials. And fach ſtu- 
dents as come from abroad, ſhall produce ſatisfying tel- 
timonials from the profeſſors under whom they ſtudied ; 
and the time of their being abroad ſhall be accounted 4 


part of the ſix years; but none of theſe ſtudents ſhall 
be 


1 


General Qwenbiy, 1778. : 31 


be entered -upon trials for the ſpace of half a year after 
they come to Scotland. 
5to, When any ſtudent is propoſed to a preſbytery, in 
order to be taken on trials, the propoſal ſhall lye on the 
table till the next ordinary meeting, before they give 
judgment therein, that diligent enquiry may be made, 
and information- had concerning the ſaid ſtudent's qua- 
lifications and behaviour ; and * the preſbytery ſhall be 
alone when the propoſal is made and judged on; and 
the. General Aſſembly enjoins all ſtudents to take all op- 
portunities of cultivating an acquaintance with the mi- 
niſters of the preſbytery where they relide, and where 
they are to pals trials. 
6to, When the Preſbytery, after ſerious enquiry and 
mature deliberation, ſhall agree to take the propoſed 
candidate on trials, they hall examine him ſtrictly and 
privately, in order to enable them to judge whether he 
poſſeſſes the piety, knowledge, abilities, and other qua- 
' lifications neceſſary for a preacher of the goſpel. 
mo, The General Aſſembly appoints the ſame method 
to be obſerved, and trials to be taken in all the above 
- particulars, before any preſbytery recommend a ſtudent 
to pals trials in another preſbytery. 
8vo, The General Aſſembly do alſo appoint and or- 
dain, That the terms above ſpecified being expired, and 
teſtimonials produced, and previous trials taken in man- 
ner above directed, the preſbytery, before they preſcribe 
any part of public trials, ſhall write letters to all the 
preſbyteries within the bounds of the ſynod, acquainting 
them with their deſign, two months at leaſt before ſitting 
of the ſynod ; and at the ſaid next meeting ol the ſynod, 
they ſhall alſo acquaint the ſynod thereof, and obtain 
their ſpecial advice and judgment in that particular; 
and that the members of the ſaid preſbytery and ſynod 
may be ripely adviſed thereanent, the General Aſſembly N 
appoints the ſaid letters to be duly and carefully tranſ- | 
mitted to the ſeveral preſbyteries, and that intimation 
thereof be publiely made at the firſt diet of the ſynod, to 
lye on the table till the ſecond or ſome ſubſequent diet, 
and then particular enquiry be made whether any per- 
ſon have any thing to object againſt the ſtudent's being 


entered on trials lor preaching the goſpel. Provided -— 
always 


* 
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l always, That in any part of this Church, when ſynod; 
| meer but once a year, a ſtudent may be propoſed to the 
ſynod half a year ſooner than would have been compe- 
tent if the ſynod had met twice a year. 

| 929, The General Aſſembly recommends to preſby- 
| teries, that before any ſtudent is entered on trials, the 
| engagements required by act roth Aſſembly 1711, of 
| ſuch as are to be licenſed, be read to them; and that the 
© preſbytery take promiſe of them, that they will ſubſcribe 
% to, and particularly obſerve the ſame, in caſe the ey 
tery ſee cauſe to licenſe them; and that this | promiſe be 

recorded in their books. . 
1omo, The General Aſſembly appoints the public 
probationary trials of ſtudents, who are to be licenſed 
probationers, to be the following, Viz, I. The catechetic 
trials to be renewed in preſence of the preſbytery, and 
that previouſly to all the other parts of publc trials. 
2. A homily in  Englifh on a Scripture text. 3. An 
exegeſis in Latin on a controverted head of Divinity, and 
| ſuſtaining a theſis and diſpute: thereon. 4. An exerciſe 
and addition. 5. A lecture on a large portion of Scrip- 
ture. 6. A popular ſermon on a particular text of Scrip- 
tnre. 7. A trial on chronology and Church hiftory, 
eſpecially the hiſtory of our own Church. La/tly, A trial 
on their knowledge of the Greek and Hebrew languages. 
tm, The General Aſſembly, judging it fit that the 
ſame method ſhall be followed in all preſbyteries as to 
queſtions put to, and engagements taken of probationers 
when licenſed ; and that the ſaid probationers ſhould not 
only give ſufficient proof of their piety, literature, and 
other good qualifications for the ſacred miniſtry, but al- 
ſo come under the ſtricteſt engagements to adhere to 
and maintain the "doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and go- 
vernment of this Church : Do therefore enact and ap- 
point, That the queſtions appointed by act 10. 1717, be 
put to all ſuch as paſs trials; and likewiſe that they ſhall 
| ſubſcribe the Formula ſet down in the ſaid act, before 
l they be licenſed to preach the goſpel. And the General 
| Aſſembly ſtrictly prohibits the licenſing any perſon what- 
| ſomever, who ſhall not give explicit and ſatisfying an- 


ſwers to theſe queſtions, and ſubſcribe the. ſaid. Formula, 
| 5 e and 
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and diſcharge any preſbytery to make uſe of any other 
queſtions or Formula. 

12m9, When any preſbytery, who, with the ſynocꝰs 
allowance, has entered, or who is about to enter a ſtu- 
dent on trials, ſhall receive a letter from any preſbytery, 
ſhewing their diſſatisfaction with that ſtudent, and giving 
relevant grounds for the ſame, which they offer to verify 
to the preſbytery at their next meeting, the ſaid ſtudent 
{ball not be licenſed until the matter be tried. And the 
General Aſſembly appoints preſbyteries, who ſhall receive 
ſach letters anent ſtudents from any other preſbytery, to 
write a return with the firſt poſt after their meeting, ac- 
quainting them of their next diet. 

1 3tio, That the acts concerning Simony be read before 
licenſing any probationer, 

14to, For the better obſireatdils of chis act, it is par- 
ticularly recommended to the profeſſors of divinity, to 
dommuuicate the contents thereof to their ſtudents in a 
public meeting annually, at ſuch time, in the month of 
January, as to them ſeems moſt convenient, And all 
preſbyteries and {ynods are peremptorily appointed to 
obſerve the ſame in all its parts: And it is ſtrictly en- 
joined, that vifitors of preſbytery-books make ſtrict en- 
quiry how the ſeveral preſbyteries do obſerve the fame. 
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AR appointing the Diet 11 the next 
General Aſſembly. pr 


HE next General Aſſembly of this National Church 
is appointed to be held within the New Church 
Ayle of Edinburgh, on Thurſday the 2oth 2 of May, 


in the year 779 


Cullected and extracted from the Records of the 
General Aſſembly, by 


CORE WISHART, WEE 
JOHN DRYSDALE, £ s. Ecc. Scot. 
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be licenſed or ordained without the bounds of this 


Church, | 27 
VII Genen anent we Ordmation of Elders, * Is 28 
IX, Overture anent Lice ing Probatimers OP 29 


X. Ack appointing the Diet 17 the next Genera 4 unh, 34 
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INDEX OR ABRIDGEMENT 


Dr. ©. 


ACTINGS * Son comme of the General 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, held in 
the Year 1778, which are not printed at full 


length. 


May 21. 1778. Se . 1. 


FTER ſermon by the Rev. Mr James Brown, one of 
the miniſters of Edinburgh, Moderator of the laſt 
General Aſſembly, the Miniſters and Ruling Elders 
convened in the Aſſembly-houſe, and after prayer by 
the ſaid Mr James Brown, Dr Patrick Grant minifter 
of the goſpel at Urray, was choſen Motor, and, 
at the Aſſembly's deſire, took the chair. 

The King's Commiſſion to the Right Hon. George Farl 
of Dalhouſie, to . his e 8 royal perſon, 

read, and recorded. 

The King's moſt gracious letter to the Aſſembly, read 
and dried. 6 

The Commiſſioner's ſpeech at opening this Aſſembly, and 
the Moderator's ſpeech in return thereto. 

His Majeſty” s royal warrant for L.1000 Sterling, deli- 
vered in to the Aſſembly by his Grace the Commiſ- 
ſioner, read, and ordered to be recorded. | 

A committee named for anſwering the . s moſt gra- 

eious letter. | 

A motion made for addreſſing his Majeſty on the ob 
ſituation of affairs, unanimouſly agreed to, .and the 
fame committee appointed to prepare a draught there- 
of, and to bring in the ſame as ſoon as poſſible. 

A committee named for reviſing the commiſſions to the 


anden of this Aſſembly, cenſuring abſents from 
diets 
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diets thereof; naming miniſters to preach before his 
Grace the King's Commiſſioner; receiving in liſts of 
the probationers in the ſeveral preſbyteries, in order 
to their being recorded. 

A letter from Lend Weſthall, informing the Aſſembly, 
that the office of Procurator tor the Church had be- 
come and was vacant, by his Lordſhip? s late promo- 
tion to the Bench, read. 

A motion made to return thanks to Lord Weſthall for 
the fidelity. and great attention which his Lordſhip 
had paid to the public buſineſs and affairs of the 

Church committed to him, unanimouſly agreed to, 
and a committee appointed to wait upon him for that 
purpole. 

The Aſſembly appointed Tu: ſday next, for filling up the 
offices of the Church that had been poſſeſſed by Lord 
Weſthall. 

Committee for overtures named. 

Committee for bills, — and appeals, * 

Adjournment. \ 


May 22. 1778. Seff. 2d. 
Sederunt. | 1 
New commiſſions produced. 
A diet ſpent in prayer. 

Act VII. of Aſſembly 1718, for the better diſpatch of 
the buſineſs of the — read, and the obſervation 
thereof enjoined, _ 

Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the King” 3 
Commiſſioner. | | 
The committee for overtures and bills, and for reviſing 

commillions, appointed to meet this evening at thieks 
uſual places. 
| Adjournment. 


May 23. 1778. Seff. 3d. 
Sederunt. 
New commiſſions produced. 
The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the committee for bills 
called for, produced and read over. | | 
ö The report of the committee for over tures called for; it 
was reported, that no objection to commiſſions were 


offered by the committee for reviſing them; upon a 
"> motion 


ND 


motion of a member of Aſſembly, the commiſſion 
from the burgh of Wick was remitted to the commit- 
tee for reviſing commiſſions. 

ee draught of an anſwer to the King's moſt gracious 
letter to this Aſſembly brought in and approven ; and 
his Grace the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's. requeſt, 
undertakes to tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. 

The draught of an addreſs to his Majeſty on the preſent 
ſituation of affairs, brought in and approven; and his 
Grace the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's requeſt, 
undertakes to. tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty, 

A committee named to reviſe the actings and proceed- 
ings of the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly, 

A committee named to reviſe the actings and proceed- 
ings of the committee named by laſt Aſſembly, for 
managing the Royal Bounty for the reformation of 
the Highlands and Iſlands. 0 

A committee named to audit the: Procurator and Agent” 8 
accounts, conſider the ſtate of the public _— and 
prepare overtures about the ſame, | 

The committee for overtures appointed-to meet this even- 

ing at ſeven o'clock, and empowered to receive in 
from the ſeveral members, any inſtructions given to 
them by their reſpective ſynods or preſbyteries, claſs 
the matters therein contained, and prepare overtures 
thereupon to the Aſſembly ; and to receive in and 
conſider any accounts that ſhall be given them of the 
ſtate of the Church in the North Highlands, particu- 
larly concerning the growth of Popery and ſuperſti- 
tion, and prepare overtures for preventing or * 
ſiing thereof. 

The committee for reviſing — appar to 

meet in the Aſſembly- houſe at ſix o'clock: this even- 

ing. > | | 

The committee for bills appointed to meet this evening 

at half paſt fix in their-uſual Pan. 


Adj journment. 


| May 25. 1778. Se. 4. 
Sederunt. | | 

New commiſſions produced. | 

The report of the committee for. bills called for; pro- 


duced, and read over. 
A | 
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A committee named to conſider a reference from the 

preſbytery of Couper. 

The report of the committee for overtures called for, 
produced, and read over. 

The commiſſion from the burgh of Wick ſuſtained, and 
the objection repelled. 

A committee named to conſider an overture from the 
preſbytery of Haddington, and another on the ſame 
ſubject from the ſynod of Fife, and to report on Friday 
next. 

A committee named to conſider an O from the 
preſbytery of Edinburgh, and to report on Friday next. 

A committee named to conſider an overture from the 

preſbytery of Perth, and to report on Friday next. 

An overture from the {ynod of Angus and Mearns, read, 
and ordered to lye on the table till an after- diet. 

The ſynod- books called for. 

A committee named to reviſe the {ynod-book of Gal- 


loway. 
A committee named to reviſe the Frets of Angus 


and Mearns. 
None of the other ſynod-books bale brought -up to this 
Aſſembly, reſolved that the reaſons thereof be enquir- 
ed into. 
The committee on the Enzie fund renewed, with power 
to them to conclude a bargain, in conſequence of a 
treaty entered into between the Duke of Gordon and 
the preſbytery of Fordice, with regard to the lands 
belonging to that fund; and authoriſed them to write 
a letter of thanks to his Grace, for the great attention 
he has been pleaſed to pay to the intereſt of religion 
in that corner of the country. | | 
The committee for overtures and bills appolhtud 't to meet 
this evening at feven o'clock, in their ordinary places. 
The committee on the pſalmody appointed to meet at the 
riſing of this ſederunt, and to report. 
Reſolved to conſider on Wedneſday firſt the returns of 


preſbyteries and-univerſities, to the propoſals anent 
the widows fund, tranſmitted by laſt General Aſſem- 


ply to their conſideration. On Thurſday the cauſe 
relative to the ſettlement of- Clackmannan. And, on 


Friday, the cauſe anent Mr: James Lawſon. 
Ad} nn 
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May 26. 1778. Sefſ. 5. 

Sederunt. | | 

New commiſſions produced. 

The report of the committee for bills, called for, pro- 
duced, and read. | 

The report of the committee for overtures called for, 
produced, and read. 

An overture from the preſbytery of Linlithgow read, and 
remitted to the committee appointed to conſider the 
overture from the preſbytery of Edinburgh, on che 
ſame ſubject. 

The report of the committee on the window tax, called 
for, produced, and read, and Dr Wiſhart authoriſed 
to defray the expences mentioned in ſaid report, out 
of the tund in his hand, and at the uot of the 
Aſſembly. 

A committee named to wait upon his Grace the Com- 
miſſioner, and to give him the thanks of the Aſſembly, 
for the great care and attention his Grace had been 
pleaſed to pay to this affair. ang 

The thanks of the houſe was given to the Lord Advocate, 
in preſence, for the great care and attention his Lord- 
ſhip had likewiſe been plealed to Pap to the above 
affair. 

The report of the committee on the pſalmody called for, 
produced, and read. | 
The faid committee renewed, with power to print and 
tranſinit to preſbyteries. the collection already made, it 

they ſee cauſe. 

Mr William Robertſon advocate, elected, conſtituted, 
and appointed Procurator for the Church, as alſo Re- 
ceiver of the Church's public money, and Caſhier of 
his een s Royal e in the "_uw of Lord Weſt- 
hall. 

Mr Nobertfon commpeartd, nd; the oath. N deli was 
adminiſtered to him. 

A committee named to take bond, with ſufficient ſureties, 
for Mr Robertſon's intromiſſions. 

All petitions given into the Aſſembly this year, craving 
aid out of the public funds, ordered to be put into 
the hands of the procurator, in order that he might 


give his opinion thereupon. | 
: Reſolyed 
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Reſolved to take in on Thurſday the cauſe relative to the 
Chappel of Eaſe of Dunfermline, if time for it. | 
Adjournment. 


May 27. 1778. Seſ.s6. 
Sederunt, | 
In conſequence of the reſolution of the 25th inſt. to take 
under conſideration the propoſals anent the widows 
fund, tranſinitted by laſt Aſſembly to preſbyteries and 
univerſities for their conſideration ; the truſtees gave 
in to the Aſſembly a repreſemation containing theſe 
propoſals, and the returns-made thereto by the preſ- 
byteries and univerſities, which were all read over, 
and, after mature deliberation, finally adjuſted and 
ſettled ; and the Aſſembly reſolved, that application 
ſhould be made to next ſeſſion of Parliament, for ob- 
taining the intended act of Parliament, and unanj- 
50 moe agreed that a commiſſioner ſhould be ſent to 
London for that effect, and nominated and appointed 
the Rev. Dr Alexander Webſter, one of the miniſters 
ol the city of Edinburgh, and preſent collector of the 
widows fund, their commiſſioner for that purpoſe, 
and granted him commiſſion in ample form, and re- 
ferred to the truſtees to join another perſon with him, 
if they ſhould think proper. 
A committee named to wait: upon his Grace the Lord 
High Commiſſioner and the Lord Advocate, to beg 1 
their aid and aſſiſtance in the above: matter. | 
| Adjournment. | 


May 28, 1778. Sefſ. 7. 
Sederunt. | 
The committee: appointed by yeſterday' s diet to wait-on | | 
his Grace the Commiſſioner, reported that they had 5 
done ſo accordingly, and that his Grace was graciouſly 
pleaſed to aflure them he would do every thing in his 
power to have the intended ſtatute carried through. 


The thanks of the houſe were returned to his Grace: 
for his-kind offer. 
The Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners appointed to cor- 

reſpond with the truſtees, along with the committee 


appointed for that purpoſe. 
5 | L The 
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he Procurator and Agent's accounts produced, and 
ordered to lye on the table. 

The ſynod-book of Fife produced, and a committee 
named to reviſe the ſame. | 

The fynod- book of Lothian and Tweedale produced, and 
a committee named to reviſe the ſame. 

The committee appointed to receive the Procurator's 
bonds of caution, produced the ſame, which the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly approved of, and ordered them to be 
laid up amongſt the Church's papers. 

A motion being made, That, as a bill for the rele of the 
Roman Catholics in England has been lately brought 
into Parliament, and is already paſſed in the houſe of 
Commons; and, as the next Seſſion of Parliament 

may perhaps be over before another General Aſſembly, 
That this Aſſembly may give particular inſtructions to 
their Commiſſion, that at their ſtated meetings, they 
ſhould be very watchful over the intereſts of the 
Proteſtant religion in this part of the united kingdoms, 
and that they be very attentive,” when any propofal 

' ſhall be made to extend the bill to Scotland; and, if 

any thing occur, to make an extraordinary meeting 

of the Commiſſion neceſſary, this Aſſembly, (in regard 
their moderator lives at a great diſtance ' from Edin- 
burgh,) impower and ordain their principal clerk, 
upon a requiſition made by the preſbytery of Edin- 
burgh, or by any ten miniſters of the Church, to call 
an extraordinary meeting of the Commiſſion, by ad- 
vertiſements in the news- papers; and the Aſſembly 
appoint all their members to acquaint their conſtitu- 
ents with the above reſolution, that ſo they may ſend 
proper information concerning this matter to the 
meetings of the Commiſſion. The Aſſembly, after 
reaſoning at great length upon the motion, rejected 
the ſame, and. allowed diſſents to be taken in to- 

- morrow. 

Dr George Wiſhart, principal elerk to he Aſſembly, 
gave in the following repreſentation and propoſal: 

That he has had the honoar to ſerve the Church as 
their clerk theſe two and thirty years: That now he 

finds certain infirmities of age coming upon him, 

- which make him unable to perform the buſineſs of his 

office to. that advantage he. would wiſh. to do, . the 

ſame 


* 
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ſame time, that he ſtill inclines, while f it pleaſed God 

to continue him in life, to be as uſeful to the Church 

in that office as he can: What he now begs leave to 

pPropoſe to the General Aſſembly is, that he ſhall re- 

' ſign his office, as principal clerk'to the Church, into 

the hands of the General Aſſembly, to the end that he 
and another may be elected conjunct in the ſaid office 
of principal clerk,” with the ſurvivancy to be in the 
longer liver of his two. The motion was ordered to 
lye « on the table till to-morrow's' diet, and then to be 

taken in and conſidered before any other cauſe. 

The committee for overtures appointed to meet this 

evening, at ſeven o'clock, in * uſual place. 
Adjodrninent, 


May 29. 29 Se. 8th. 

Sederunt. 

Reaſons of diſſent againſt the judgment of the Aſſembly, 
on the motion anent the bill now depending in par- 
lament for the relief of Roman Catholics, were given 

-in by Dr Gillies, one of the miniſters of Glaſgow, and 
read over, and ordered to be kept in retentis ; ſundry 
members adhered to them. 

The report of the committee for overtures called for, 
produced, and read over. 

The overture anent perſons procuring licences or ordi- 
nation without the bounds of this church, ordered to 
be tranſmitted to preſbyteries, in order that thoſe who 
had not ſent up their returns, might do it on or be- 
fore next Aſſembly ; and, in the mean time, ordain- 

ed the ſaid overture to ſtand as an interim act for 

another year. | 

The overture anent Iceniing probationers, ordered to 
be retranſmitted to preſbytories; and as very few re- 

turns had been made to this overture, the Aſſembly 

recommends it to prefbyteries to pay ee atten- 
tion thereto. 

"A committee named 'to conſider an overture from the 
preſbytery of Dumbarton, anent new erections, ap- 
pointed to bring in their report to-morrow if poſlible, 


if not, againſt Monday next. 


An. overture anent the widows ſcheme tranſmitted to the 


The 


«conſideration of the truſtees. 
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The report of the committee appointed to conſider the 


reference from the preſbytery of Cupar called for; the 
committee reported that they were not as yet ready to 
make any formal report to the Aſſembly, and moved 
that the Commiſſion might be impowered to. ben in 


the ſame, which was agreed tO. 


The report of the committee appointed- 0 c. ider the 


overtures from the preſbyteries of Edinburgh and 
Linlithgow, called for, given in and. read, and the 
overtures recommitted to the committee formerly 
named, in order that they might, from the two, frame 

one overture fit to be e eee. to preſbyteries. 


The report of the committee appointed to conſider the 


overture from the preſbytery of Perth, called for. A 
member of thar committee reported verbally, that as 
the affair to which. it related was of very general im- 
portance, it was the opinion of that committee, that 
the Procurator and Agent of thre church ſhould be ap- 
pointed to carry on that procels at the public ex pence, 
which the Aſſembly. agreed to. 

The report of the committee appointed to conſider the 
overtures from the preſbytery of Haddington and 
{ynod of Fife, anent Chapels of Eaſe, called for, pro- 
duced and read over, and ordered to lye on the table 
till Monday next, for the inſpection of the members. 

The report of the truſtees for the widows fund, produ- 
ced, and ordered to lye on the table for the xe peruſal of 


the members. 


The Allembly ede to take under their -conſidera- 


tion, the-repreſentation and motion made yeſterday 
by the Rev. Dv-George Wiſliart, principal clerk of 
Aſſembly, and after the repreſentation was read over, 
a amotien was made, That the General Aſſembly ſhouk! 
wave the acceptance of Dr Withart's reſignation, and 
in the mean time allow him to nominate an aſſiſtant 
for himſelf, to officiate in the office till next General 
Aſſembly. Another motion was made, That the General 
Aſſembly ſhould accept Dr Wiſhart's reſignation, and 
immediately. proceed to re- elect him, together with an 
aſſiſtant and conjunct principal clerk. with the forvi- 
vancy to be in the longer liver of the two, and Dr 


John Dryſdale, one: of che. miniſters of. Finhong 
vas 


Sederunt. 8 ; | 
The committee on the overture from the preſbytery of 
Dumbarton, appointed to meet in the Aſſembly houſe 
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was named as a proper perſon to be choſen conjunct 
clerk wkh Dr Wiſhart; and after reaſoning thereupon, 
che General Allembly came to the lollowing ſtate of a 
vote, - wave Or accept; by ꝛwade being underſtood the 
firſt motion, and by accept the ſecond motion; and the 
roll beir.g.called, and votes marked, it carried, by a 
great majority, accept ; whereupon the {aid Dr George 
_ Wiſhart judicially reſigned his ſaid office of principal 
clerk to che Church into the hands of the General 
Aſtembly. Then the Afſembly accepted of Dr Wiſh- 
art's reſignation of the office of principal clerk, and 
declared the ſaid office vacant. Immediately there- 
after the General Aſſembly proceeded to the election 
of principal clerk to the Church, and unanimouſly 
nominated, conſtituted, and appointed the ſaids Dr 
George Wiſhart, and Dr John Dryſdale, to be con- 
junct principal clerks to the General Aſſembly, and 


Commiſſions thereof, and the ſurvivancy of the faid 


office of principal clerk to be in the longeſt liver of 


the two lolely; thereafter the ſaid Dr George Wiſhart, 


and Dr John Dryſdale ſeverally compeared, and took 
the oath de ſideli, and their ſeats accordingly. 


An appeal of the Right Honourable Sir Laurence Dun- 


das of Kerſe, Bart. patron of the pariſh of Clackman- 
nan, and the Reverend Mr Thomas Oſwald, preſented 
by him to the ſaid pariſh, againſt a ſentence of the 
preſbytery of Stirling, refuſing to ſuſtain Mr Oſwald's 
call to be miniſter of ſaid pariſh ; and another of the 
ſy nod of Perth and Stirling, affirming tlie ſaid ſentence 


of the preſbytery, heard; the ſentence of the preſpy- 


tery and ſynod rewer/ed, the call to Mr Oſwald /u- 
_ ftained, and the preſbytery of Stirling appointed to 


proceed to his ſettlement betwixt and the firſt Wed- . 


neſday of September next; and the Commiſſion em- 
powered to receive in and judge upon any appeal or 
complaint that might be regularly brought before 
them relative to that affair. | 
Adjournment. __ N LIES = 


May 30. 1778. Se. gth. 


on Monday morning at ten o'clock. _ 
| N Act 
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Act approving of the account of David Dalrym ple, Eſq 
(now Lord Weſthall) late Procurator for the Church, 
and exonering and diicharging his Lord{hin and his 
cantioners of the ſims of L.i 10 : 2 LE Sterling, and 
L. 500 Sterling, and auchoriſing the preſent Procura— 

tor to allow the balance of L. 54: 15: 84, Sterling, 
due to his Lordſhip, at ſettling accounts with him. 

Act approving the account of James Edmonitone, Agent 
for the Church, and appointing that he ſhould have 
credit in his next account for the ſum of 12s. o'd Ster- 
ling, being the balance due to him. 

An account due to William Miller, late ſtationer to the 
Church, ordered to be paid. | 

The report of the committee, named to conſider the ap- 

plications for ſhares of the public money, given in and 
read, together with the Procurator's opinion thereon; 
which being conſidered by the Aſſembly, they remit- 
ted the ptoceſles, mentioned in theſe applications, to 
the en and RE, to carry on at the public 
expence; vi. 

The proceſs mentioned in hi petition for the d of 
Aberdeen. 8 

The proceſs mentioned in the petition for Mr Patrick 
McArthur miniſter at Ardnamurchan. 

The proceſs mentioned in the petition for Mr Peter 
Campbell miniſter at Glaſſerie. 

The proceſs mentioned in the repreſentation for the 
preſbytery of Auchterarder. 

The clerks appointed to write to the creditors, ranked 
upon the fund of the Church, to know whether they 
conſidered themſelves as creditors for the reſpective 
ſums they are ranked for or not, it appearing that 
{ſome of them might have been ranked to receive ſums 
upon conditions that might not have taken place. 

The report of the viſitors of the Commiſſion-book given 
in and read, and the Commiſſion's conduct approven 
of; the Aſſembly's thanks given from the chair to the 
Moderator of the Commiſlion, for their faithfulneſs 
and diligence in the affairs committed to them, and 
their book ordered to be atteſted. | 

The report of the committee for naming the members of 
the Commiſſion, and preparing inſt: an for them, 
given in, and approven of. 


The 
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The report of the viſitors of the Royal Bounty-regiſter 
given in, and read; the conduct of the managers ap- 
proven of, and their book ordered to be atteſted. 
A committee named for managing the Royal Bounty 
this year, with a commiſſion and inſtructions to them. 
The report of the committee appointed to reconſider the 
overtures from the preſbytery of Edinburgh and Lin- 
lichgow, called for, produced and read; and the over- 
ture from the preſbytery of Edinburgh appointed to 
be printed, and tranſmitted to preſbyteries for their 
opinion thereupon, | 18 
An appeal of the donors for purchaſing and building the 
meeting-houſe in Dumfermline, occupied by the late 
Mr Thomas. Gilleſpie, and of the Guildry and heads 
of families in the town and pariſh of Dumfermline 
adhering to them; and allo, a petition and complaint 
of Meft. John Spence, Alexander Dalling, and Robert 
Rolland, miniſters in the preſbytery of Dumtermline, 
appealing againſt a ſentence of the fynod of Fife, re- 
verſing the ſentence of the preſbytery of Dumfermline, 
granting the deſire of the donors petition, heard; the 
{eatence ot the ſynod rever/ed, in reſpect of their irre- 
gularity, in not having called the donors before them; 
the ſentence of the preſbytery alſo reverſed, becauſe 
they had not complied with the inſtructions of laſt 
Aſſembly; and the cauſe again remitted to the preſ- 
bytery to examine into the whole circumſtances of it, 
and judge therein as they ſhould ſee cauſe. 
Adjournment, | 


June 1. 1778. Sefſ. ult. 
Sederunt. | 
The Procurator authoriſed to pay an account due to 
Me. Neil and Company, printers in Edinburgh, for 
printing ſome reports anent the widows ſcheme, _ 
Liſt of probationers produced, and ordered to be re- 
corded. „ | 
The ſynod-book of Galloway atteſted. 
The ſynod-book of Angus and Mearns atteſted. 
The {ynod-book of Fife atteſted. . 
The ſynod-· book of Lothian and Tweedale atteſted. 
The General Aſſembly ordered all the ſynods, whoſe 
books had not been ſent up to this Aſſembly, to ſend 


them up to the next General Aſſembly. 
| The 


INDEX 1778. 


The committee on the overture from Dumbarton con- 
tinned till next A nn with power to apply to the 
Board of Truſtecs of Annexed Eſtates, and to take 
tuch other ſteps as they ſhould think moſt cfectual 
tor obtaining the end propoſed, and added Mr Allan 
McDougall, writer to the ſignet, to the commi'tee, 

The report of the truſtees ford managing the fund for a 
proviſion to miniſters widows, Se containing a ſtate 
.of the fund under their management, and an account 
of their proceedings ſince laſt Aſtembly, again called 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the ſeparate regiſter 
kept ſor that purpoſe. 

The c,underation of the overtures anent chapels of eaſe 

_ delayed till the next Aſſembly. 

An appeal of Mr james Lawſon, ſtudent in divinity, from 
a ſentence of the ſynod of Perth and Stirling, aftirm- 
ing a fentence of the preſbytery of Auchterarder, re- 
fuſing to ſuſtain certain parts of his trials, and remit- 
ting him back to his ſtudies, heard, and the appeal 
withdrawn. 

All cauſes brought before this Aſſembly, and not deter- 

mined by them, referred to the Commiſſion, with 

powers to. them . to Judge and finally determine 
tl:crein. 

A proteſtation admitted. 

A committee named to reviſe the minutes of the Aſſem- 
bly's proceedings at this and all the other diets there- 
of, and to pitch upon ſuch of the acts of the Aſſembly 
as are to be ſtanding rules, in order to cheir being 
printed. ix 

The minutes of this day's ſederunt were read, the mi- 

nutes of former ſederunts being read at the diets ſub- 

ſequent thereto. | 

The Moderator's ſpeech to his General Aſſembly, and 
his Majeſty's Commiſſioner, _ 

The Lord Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembly. 

Act appointing next diet of Aſſembly. : 

The Aſſembly concluded with prayer and e a 
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Errata. P. 9. . 3 for of read to. p. 12. Une 3 5. Tor principle 
read principal. P. 28. line 1ſt, for Overture read Overtures ; ; ien 
line, for Act read Overture. 


